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The Plot Deals with Murder b
Poison and a Red Bearded
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WAS PUBLISHED HERE IN 189'

» A Woman Inspires Jealousy, and th
t Story of the "Red Diamonds" Re?

voives Around a Club and
1 a Gymnasium.

3
l Every row and again there comes t

pass some startling coincidence of Actio
i and subsequent fact, especially of a stor
V based on a material invention; but it
V seldom that 60 remarkable and fasclnatin
1 a coincidence relating solely to huma

events occurs as between the novel of th
j "Red Diamonds" and the Adams murde
_ case.

The novel was written by Justin M(
J Carthy and Arst published in this countr
t In 1894, Ave years before the Adams mui

e de£\ , .

. i ne purposes ana me motives 01 iu« pv
1 sons in Justin McCarthy's novel, tt
f methods sought to be used by the wieke
e people of the Fook, the passions exercise*
, so strongly suggest the purposes, motive
a methods and passions evident In the fi
e mous New York mystery that, the impre
f sion is forced upon the reader, not onl

that the Adams murderers may have rea
8 this 'book, but even took hints from it, a
T terlng their own schemes In accordanc
s with the failures of the bad man in "Re
j Diamonds" to accomplish his ends.
' Surely the Adams plot, as unfolded up t

(, the present moment, is familiar enough t
s allow the reader to bear it in mind whil

perusing a synopsis of McCarthy's powerfi
8 novel. "Red Diamonds" has tnirty-on
y chapters. For the purposes of compar'so
g not so many will be used.

Chapter I.
The bo.ok opens within the Voyager

Club, which in his first two sentences Ju
tin McCarthy describes as follows:
"The Voyagers' Club considered itself t

be a very remarkable institution. It stoo

, where it occupied a stately mansion tin
had been sufficiently famous In the day
of the Georges."
Gerald Aspen was a young London jou

» nalist and a member of the Voyager;' Club.
One night n stranger.a wild, uncout]

giant man, with sunburned face.came int
the club, met Gerald, and told him tl:
story of his life. His name was Set

j Ghickering, and he had mined diamonds i
' South Africa and made a fortune. He dran

a lot in the Voyagers' Club, showed seven
bags of magnificent diamonds, and finall

s confided to Gerald that he had come t
London with a mission. He told of ho'
he, with four other "pals," had been par
ners in the diamond mining enterprise. M
Ghickering explained to young Aspen til
nature of the agreement between the fiv
as follows:
"Waal, we fixed it up that we was to a

share ekally in the mine, and ef any on
of us dropped out, as might happen, yo
know, pard, any day, we'd all stand in ok:
for his share, too. unless he happened t
have kith or kin to whom he wished thf
it should go. I a'nt got no child mysel
for the very good reason that I never gc
married, nor no relatives I know of: bi
tother paxds they had children or relative;
every man jack of them; this one a bo
and that one a girl, and this one a brotht
and that one a Mister, and Noah Bland hi
beauty.for a beauty he must be if 1)
takes offer old man Noah, for sartai
sure."
Now, Noah Bland was one of the par

ners In the claim, and according to Chic!
erlng had got up a quarrel between ol
Warbler, one of the partners, and Get
tleman Jim, another, which resulted in th
death of Warbler, According to Chicke
Ing, Bland had murdered Gentleman Jii
afterward. Bland had been lynched afte
ward by the men of the camp, after "havin
coolly written a letter home, which h
had handed to one of his executioners.^
Chiekerlng intimated that he had come t

London to And some of the heirs of his lat
partners and to give them their legacies.
Chiekerlng swore that young Geral

Aspen was a man to be trusted, and, wit
the impulse of his class, entrusted a pocke
book to the unwilling young Journalist s
the end of their conversation and left th
club to "do" London.
That night young Aspen saw John Ri

ven, secretary of the club, and told hii
of his conversation with Chiekerlng. Aspe
recalled that Chiekerlng had mentioned
man named Raven as one of his partner
Then Captain John Raven recalled Chlel

ering. and remembered that his brothe
had been a partner of Chiekerlng. Th
was the first intimation that Captain R:
ven had of his brother's death.
Young Aspen did not mention to Rave

at this time that the latter would prol
ably, as heir to Gentleman Jim, come Inl
a valuable Inheritance.

* Chapter II.
On the same night the body of Sel

Chickering was found in an obscure corn,
of St. James street. He had been mu

dered.
A person named Ratt Gundy, who di

covered the body, told a London inspect,
of police concerning his find as follows:

I "Well, as I came past this corner a mi
was running out, and ran right against n
and nearly knocked me over. I am pretifirm on my pins, however, and I stood fae
but I gave him a shove that nearly knocki
him over.
"I waited for him to pull himself t

gether, and I felt sure there would bet, fight, but he only ran away. Then I heai
a groan, I thought, and went down th3 line, or court, or whatever you call it, ai
I saw some one lying on the ground, ar
I thought it was a drunken squabble ar
that my chap had knocked the other ch£
down.
"I looked at the face of the man on tl

pavement, and first I saw that it was ir
old pal, Seth Chickering; next I saw th;

I- he was dead.as dead as Julius Caesar."
Gundy explained to the inspector that 1

hurt been associated In business with Clilc
erirg in South Africa, saying:5 "It concerns me, Mr. Inspector, a go<deal, I can assure you; for if old Se
has not left his money to somebody in patlcular, I and some other good folks con
in for shares of it."
This Interested the inspector greatly,

It did not arouse his suspicions; hut he d
.u not think it necessary to arrest Gund

and let him go on the promise that
would appear before the Coroner and tl
examining Magistrate.
At this point in the narrative La<

Scardale and Miss Fedelia Locke are i
trodueed into the story. Lady Scardale
a rich widow und is described as a "ta

j handsome and stately woman of forty-five
She spends her time in philanthropic c
terprises, among them the Chelsea Cultu
College, where was taught every art ai
cruit uy wmcn k woman eouiu mane a 11

Hing. "So she had professors of all manne
of arts and sciences, teachers of fencli

e and gymnastics."
(This is the athletic club about which t!

plot of the novel revolves.)
Miss Locke, says Mr. McCarthy, "w

!S a girl of twenty-two or three, with a hail
10 some, melancholy face. She had deep ey
i_ that sometimes flashed up with s-udd'
,e 'ight."
p Lady Scardale was president of the i
K- stltution. Miss Locke tne vice-president.
:h Gerald Aspen awoke the next mornlr
w on a dream of a fair face he had seen at
.. ball the night before.a vision that lingen

with him.the face of Fidelia Locke.
Then he thousrht of Aie nocketbook tin

they only stimulate. Th<
« people will hesitate to ta
n" like electricity.a remedy i
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delia Locke had looked on at the bout. :
"" After it was over .she approached Bostock ,

|r and said:
J* "That was very well done. Mr. Rostock.; 1

P I shall never again dare to encourage the
: hope I have cherished so long that some 1
' day or other I may hope to touch you." 1
' As Gerald Aspen happened in. she point-1 t
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rjl Dr. L. W. Knapp, the greatest living specialist I

r" who has cured thousands of men of lost manhood. 1

S i <

e lack of vigor, failing memory, night losses and
(

other consequences of youthful ignorance or other
causes, now intends to give free to every sufferer (

his entire formula, so that each despairing man t

(J may cure himself at home, and thus obtain the
h grand result of having the organs restored to per- ]

e Mr. Bostock nau. like <- T.priil against Mr. Gundy, a mass * ^ almost
e and the lower part of hr.s fact? wa.
u concealed by a large red beard. -,f

The Coroner's jufly found a verdict
murdered by persons unknown. Geraj*.
Aspen then turned the property over to the
nelrs that could be found, which included
himself, Ratt Gundy, John Raven and

s' Fidelia Locke.
8. "The only remaining heir was Japhet

Bland. An advertisement wa*s put into all
the newspapers, calling upon hipi to come j9 forward: but no answer was returned to (a the appeal." t

p' Bostock taught Fidelia Locke fencing.lf The keynote to the motive of Justin (s McCarthy's story is the love of the fencing |
master for the beautiful Fidelia Locke. ("v One day Bostock had .iust finished fenc-

s ing with a visitor to the gymnasium, In
which he had bested the stranger. Fi-

STRANGE
^POISON FACTS.!

had been left in the care of the sfrange,
~ rough man, Seth Chickering.

Then he read the morning papers and
saw that Seth Chickering had been mur- (
dered. ,Astounded, he opened the wallet. He
found many valuable diamonds, and a pa- ;
per which contained a list of names con-
nected with the partnership In the mine

- Chickering had referred to on the night of
his death.
The young man was astonished to find

vhe first name to be that of his long-lost
'nther, John Aspen. Opposite his name >

V tvas: "Dead, overdose of chloral by mis- J

J take."
The next name was that of Captain Regi- ,

nald Locke, opposite which was written,
"Killed in fair fight by " no name be- ]
Ing given. The inheritor of Locke's for- ^
tune was named to be Miss Fidelia Locke.
The third name was that of the Honora-

\ ble Percy Raven. -Opposite the name was J
written. "Found dead outside camp; murderedby Noah Bland." His heir was set J
forth in the agreement as his younger j

e brother. Captain John Raven.
The fourth name on the list was that of

Noah Bland, opposite which was written,
"i^yncaea. ins neir w»» siuiru uc uio

son. Japhet Bland, but no address was

added nor any hint as to his whereabouts.
The fifth name was thnt of Ratt Gundy. .

opposite to which Seth Chickering had
0 written "Vamoosed." In this case the

name of no heir was given. ,
Q The sixth name was Seth Chickering's
y own. Nothing was written opposite, and
Lg no heir's name followed. I

1 CHAPTER III.
in J

,r On the next day.and It is observable
that In point of rushing his story along

-- Mr. McCarthy leaves no grass under his
! feet.Lady Scardale and Fidelia Locke

meet Gerald Aspen at the Chelsea CultureCollege. Gerald Aspen tells Miss
r" Locke of the murder of her father and of
'? her inheritance.

In the tenth chapter is introduced the
L athletic instructor, the teacher of fencing

in Lady Seardale's school, the heavy char-
l" actef "n the story, John Bostock.
B" Bostock volunteered the only fresh inyformation that was given to the police con«cerning the murder of Seth Chiekerlng, a
1" mystery which sti'-- T -?en much as
e the Adams cas- .If*"1'* C..d stBoj8reks
0 der a man, running cf '""ho^ran 'againsto against hltn. Tko.m,. Wh°J^wh! 'ran

=(1 to the red figure of a heart fixed oil
:he breast of the fencing master.
The novelist, describing this scene, says: 1
"If her finger had been a burning steel I

ind his breast undefended it could hardly I
lave made him wince more unexpectedly.

"

But Fidelia did not notice It, for she had
urned to speak to Gerald, and Gerald did
lot notice it, for he was only looking at
Fidelia." I

Chapter IV.
The author leads Bostock one night to i

;he bank of the Thames, and has him read I
jy the light of a street lamp a letter which

"

le has often read before, in fact his breriary.Here the author makes plain that
Bostock is no other than Japhet Bland,
ion of Noah Bland, the murderer of Percy
Raven, brother of Captain John Raven,
secretary of the Voyager's Club.
(Note that Raven Is secretary of a club.)
This is the letter that Noah Bland wrote
ust before he was lynched in the South i

African mining camp.
It is of course easy for the reader to in- I

Ter now that Bostock, in other words
laphet Bland, murdered Seth Chlekering,
me of the partners referred to in his
father's last letter.
London was shortly thrilled by a new j

sensation. A man in a red beard had
nade an attempt upon the life of Gerald
A.spen on the Imames Embankment. Gerildhad not been killed, but lay critically (
11 for a long time In Charing Cross Hos-: I
pital. \

Chapter V.
The remainder of the book forms even !

l more striking verisimilitude of the
ildams poisoning case.
Bostock had become acquainted with an

*' T» I 1 I
jiu womau, iur». ouinu&c-i, uu uciuioi,

who was famous for her headache pow- I
lers. She had been In the habit of mln- "

stering to Captain Raven, secretary of the
i'oyagers' Club, who after Christmas and
Jther dinners suffered from headaches.
Bostock learned that Mrs. Borringer was

t favorite physician of Raven, another
man of whom he wished to rid the world,
another heir to the diamonds.
Bostock skilfully sought and obtained the

acquaintance of Mrs Borringer and con-; J
trived to be in the house when Mrs. Bor-:|
ringer was preparing some of the headache '

powder for Captain Raven, secretary of
the Voyagers' Club.
While she had been listening to Bostock,

says the novelist, she had been mixing one
ar two powders together from different receptacles,powders which she carefully
weighed and proportioned before she mixed
them. She put them into a little square of
white paper, folded tlie square of white
paper up, put it into an envelope and took
up a pen.
?"!" watching ner, could easily read

wtiat *9* - - ' iting. She wrote the
name 01 C:aprsin Raven and aii<- i< b«wt>rds,"To i»e *nk«n fat a wine^las,- of
wine or water during dinner." 1

Bostock asked to be given a potion for
sleeplessness. Mrs. Borringer was called
to an upper room of her house.

' I shan't he tive minntes," said Mrs. Bor- ,

iter, and she hurried out of the room and I
She was (tone more than five: I

, : she came back Bostock '

i+ni atintTfhoM slowly, turning over
was still sitting there, , afUriv,jn[r
the leaves of the old hemm A studying
the pictures with greatest care,
Bostock, while Mrs. Borringer had gv^ie,

lad mlied poison with the headache powleriutended for Captain Raven, secretary
if the Voyagers' Club.
In .the book Raven did not get the headichepowders, and the murderer's schemngmiscarried against Raven just as the

effort of the murderer of Mrs. Adams miscarriedagainst Harry Cornish.
The tangle of the novelist's weaving is

inravelled by Ratt Gundy, who exposes
Bostock. Bostock commits suicide in the
rhames. Suicides have been predicted in
the Adams case.

All the heirs come into Dossession of
:heir own, Gerald Aspen marries Fedelia
l,ocke, and the story, with Its coincidences
0 the still unsolved Adams mystery, ends.

I
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nany years to attain. This is noble generosity. It (

vould be well if other doctors would emulate the J
xample of this great specialist, as the condition of
nankind would be greatly improved thereby. i

It is to be hoped that no one will take up the j
loctor's time unless he is sincere in his desire to \

lse the formula.
Send your name and address to L. W. Knapp, M.

[)., 1225 Hull Building. Detroit, Mich., stating
tah Tint wriHnrr nil* nf i/Ua Aiirtoaitv hilt xcish
x> use the formula by giving it a trial. He will
[enerously WTite to you promptly by mail and use

i perfectly plain, sealed envelope.
Write to the doctor to-day.
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natural functions, and has been an absolute successin all cases. A request to the State Medical
Institute, 609 First National Bank Building, Ft.
Wayne, Ind., stating that you desire one of their
free trial packages will be complied with promptly.
The Institute is desirous of reaching that great
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DR. MUD'S ESSENCE Of 11
restores ritality and the vigor of youth in four weeks;
failure impossible; this remedy should be taken by
all those who have become weakened; price $1.00.
Send stamp for circular. DR. J. JACQUES, sole
agent. BO WEST 93D ST., NEW YORK.

cMea
d over. I use it and cure 9?

I am the inventor of the

ianden's Electric Belt,
at weak man's home selfit,with which during the
7 I cured over 5 >000.
ives a current of electricity

r felt by wearer, and can be
ild or strong by usingregtachment.Put it on when
to bed and wear it over

Keep this up a while and
Iaqq thp HQ\; vmi rP9H fhk

mv viuj y v/ v* i vv\v» tma

iment.
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Office Hours: ^ toQ9oundays, 9 to 12.


